Recent insights into the role of integrins in cancer metastasis.
Integrins have been repeatedly found involved in cancer metastasis. The past two years have seen considerable evolution in our knowledge on the role of these integrins in tumour cells. This includes the elucidation of different signalling pathways by which integrins dictate the anchorage-independent growth, survival and motility of tumour cells. Moreover, integrins may have a more complex role in cancer metastasis as they cooperate with serine proteases and metalloproteases to promote tumour cell invasion and angiogenesis. Finally, integrins favour tumor cell extravasation.